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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study farmers in the following issues: 1) socio-economic
conditions; 2) organic rice production; 3) knowledge of organic farming and adding value of organic rice; 4)
problems and suggestions of extension production and adding value of organic rice; and 5) extension needs
of production and adding value of organic rice. The population consisted of 238 organic rice farmers in the
crop year of 2019/20 in Thawatchaburi District, Roi Et Province. The 150 sample size was based on Taro
Yamane formula with acceptable error at 0.05. Structured interviews were used to collect data. Statistics
used in data analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, minimum, maximum, standard deviation and
ranking. The results indicated that; (1) most of the farmers were female with the average age of 52.01 years
and finished primary school. The average of organic farming experience was 9.05 years. The average labors
of organic farming was 8.05 persons. The average of farming area was 21.80 rai. The average production cost
of organic rice per rai was 2,117.03 baht. The average household income was 200,900.17 baht. The average
household debt was 121,702.13 baht. (2) Regarding the organic rice production conditions, farmers prepared
the soil properly, selection of varieties from organic fields, controlling and eliminating weeds while planting,
and human labor in harvesting and storage including threshing. (3) Farmers knowledge of organic agriculture
were in soil preparation and brand to adding value to organic rice products. (4) The problems were adding
value to their products and lack of knowledsge in product processing. Recommendations of staff should do
extension by training and improving product variations. (5) Farmers needed extension in soil improvement,

seed preparation and adding value of organic rice products.

Keywords: Extension, Production and adding value, Organic rice, Roi Et Province
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